
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2004.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 


Tim Harker






Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder



David Clark – Parish Clerk



In attendance : WCC Cllr David Lay, and three members of the public – joined later by PC John Davis and P/PC Darren Penny

ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES : Cllr D Brown (in Germany on business) & KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.

ITEM 2 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS     -    There were none. 
ITEM 3 :
TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY BY CO-OPTION 
3.1
The Chair asked for nominations.  Cllr B Withers nominated Ms Teresa Bernard and confirmed that she was prepared to accept co-option. Since there  were no other nominations the Chair formally proposed the co-option of Ms Bernard and she was elected unanimously. The Clerk to arrange for her briefing and  signature of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as soon as practicable. Action : Clerk/Ms Bernard.

ITEM 4 :
  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

7.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 29th July 2004 was proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr T Harker  and approved by all.  

ITEM 5 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 5.1) :  The Clerk advised that a works ticket had been issued for the work and a target date was awaited – he would keep this under review.   Action : Clerk.  

5.2
Community Cleansing Grant (Item 5.2) :  No public response to the invitation in the Chronicle had been received. It was also noted that voluntary effort had already cleared most litter and the Parish funded work to refurbish Finger Post signs had made most cleaning unnecessary. It was agreed that, on balance, the event should be cancelled. Action: Clerk.
5.3
Emptying of Bus Rubbish Bin (Item 5.5)   It was confirmed by Mrs Cummins from the floor, that the bin at the Upper Chute bus shelter now seemed to be being emptied. 

5.4
Forest Lane Road Signs (Item 14.4)  The Clerk confirmed that a suitable ‘Unfit for HGVs’ sign had now been erected at both ends of Forest Lane and this Council initiative was therefore completed. 

5.5
Residence Location Data (Item 14.2)    The Clerk had written to Wiltshire Ambulance Service on 11th August hastening a response to the letter of 21st June - no response had been received. The Chair asked all members to let him know of any problems which arise with the WAS service in order that the matter might be pressed on a specific occurrence, rather than administrative, basis.  Urgent action : all Members

5.6
Children’s Road Safety Signs Project (Item 7).     The Clerk confirmed that two children’s designs for the signs had been sent to Ringway Parkman:  a target date for production/installation was now awaited following clearance with WCC Highways Staff.  He then advised that the Licensee of the Cross Keys Inn, whilst not opposed to placing the sign in his car park, had recommended placing it at an angle on the road opposite/close to his car park exit so that it would be seen by all traffic. Since this was in line with the Council’s original policy and was acceptable to the Highways Authority it was agreed by all.  

5.7
Bonfires (Item 14.1.1)  The Chair noted that advice had been obtained and published in the Chronicle for September.   A Parishioner, Mr Sloan, expressed his thanks for the clarification of the position.

ITEM 6:
QUALITY PARISH STATUS
6.1
It was recorded that the presentation by Phillipa Read of WALC, meeting on 29th July, had been excellent and had helped bring discussions to date into focus.  Key comments by members included the following:-

The Quality initiative aims were commendable and had proved a useful measure for existing procedures.  However, the formal initiative should not be pursued unless it was to the benefit of the people of the community; this had not been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Council.

There was certainly a cost associated with the Quality initiative: if it did not produce a significant and measurable improvement in the condition of the community then the question remained - why increase our costs at a time when the increases in local taxation were being resisted?

Possible changes such as introduction of Unitary Councils might demand the formal demonstration of the (Quality) status of the Parish Council but it seemed clear that there would be sufficient notice to enable the qualification of the Clerk and any associated changes in time to meet such developments.

6.2
Since there was general agreement on the foregoing, the Chair proposed and obtained unanimous support for the following :-

6.2.1 The Quality Initiative should not be pursued at present but kept under review..

6.2.2 This decision should be formally reviewed in September each year – Clerk to schedule.

6.2.3 The provision in the accounts to be maintained as a reserve against future change in policy

6.3
The Clerk then advised of a WCC trawl to establish interest in a parish Council presence on their revamped web-site and noted that this seemed to be in line with the Members’ intent to improve the quality of their function by extending communication with the community.  This was agreed and the Clerk was instructed to advise WCC of the potential interest of the Council in such a facility.  Action: Clerk

ITEM 7 :
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR F/Y 2003/04
7.1
Members noted with satisfaction that the Accounts for the previous year had been approved by the external Auditor with neither observation nor comment.  The RFO/Clerk was commended.

7.2
It was agreed that the time was appropriate to thank Mrs Nuala Orlick, the Internal Auditor, for her efforts and Cllr B Withers was authorised to procure and send her flowers - £25 had been provided in the budget. Reimbursement to be approved when actual costs were available. Action : Cllr Withers

 ITEM 8 :
CLERK’S REMUNERATION
8.1
The salary proposed in the brief provided by the RFO/Clerk with the agenda was discussed and agreed.  Payment of the first half was then approved :  proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr T Harker and approved by all.

8.2
The excess hours supplement element of the brief was then discussed.  Cllr J Sykes confirmed that he had carried out a percentage check of both the accuracy and the reasonableness of the time/tasks recorded. Payment of the supplement was then agreed as proposed in the brief:  proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr T Harker and approved by all.

ITEM 9 :
FINANCE : AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
9.1
The following summarised comments are recorded against the proposed payments itemised in the Agenda.   Authorisation of all four was proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr N Conder and approved by all:-

Refund of Clerk’s Expenses : £159.40.   The Chair noted that he had reviewed the most significant costs in the records presented by the Clerk and was content that the overall claim was reasonable. 

MAZARS Audit Fee : £58.75.  Cost as invoiced and in accord with standard scale.

Village Hall Fees : £44.00.  Cost as invoiced and in accord with normal rates.

Refurbishment of Finger Posts : £417.00.    Cost as invoiced by Mr J Turner.  The Chair noted that the work had been well done and thanked Mr Turner for his efforts. The inflation over the estimate of £360.00 was to totally replace the post at Chute Standen.  The RFO/Clerk indicated that the excess could easily be met from general Contingency.

ITEM 10 :
DAMAGE TO UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER
10.1
The shelter had been damaged by arson on the evening of 30th July. The Police had investigated and questioned a person – Wiltshire Police Crime Ref AL/322/04.  A local builder, Mr Cummins, had confirmed that the cost of repair would significantly exceed the  £100 excess on the Council’s insurance policy so the Clerk had advised the Company of an impending claim. 

10.2
The Clerk had made inquiries of the Insurers who had confirmed that they would be prepared to allow use of any payment based on repair of the structure to be put towards the cost of a more robust (eg brick) replacement.   The insurance claim form received thus specified that the claim should be accompanied by two estimates: one to repair the damaged shelter, the other based on the design of a proposed replacement, to enable the loss to be considered. WCC  had also confirmed that they would be prepared to consider a 50% grant in aid of the cost of such a replacement (subject to a max of £2500).

10.3
In discussion the Chair noted the Crime & Disorder commitments (Item 9 of Standing Orders  - Feb 2003).  It was unanimously agreed that the possibility of a replacement less susceptible to damage should be considered and that a design should be obtained as a basis for competitive estimates.  To avoid unnecessarily expensive architect’s plans at this stage, it was agreed that members would endeavour to provide the Chair with photographs of acceptable designs as soon as possible.  In the meantime the Clerk should advise the Insurers of action in hand. It was also agreed that further discussion on the implications of the damage should be arranged with the Police. (Clerk’s note : the Police arrived later – see Item 17.1.)  Action : Clerk

ITEM 11 :
VITAL VILLAGES SUB GROUP

Cllr J Sykes confirmed that he had met with Cllrs Brown and Conder.  Their recommendations would be provided to the Chair shortly.

ITEM 12 :
ALLOTMENT AVAILABILITY

The Clerk reported the results of his consultation with Mr Merritt and it was agreed that it would be impracticable to provide any further allotment gardens at this stage. 

ITEM 13 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS/OUTCOMES
13.1
The Clerk read the following summary of actions since the last meeting. He then quoted the grounds for refusal of App’n 50503.  Since they were not understood,  he had sought the advice of KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.   Peter Veasey had spoken to Head of Planning, Mr Howells, and obtained his agreement to meet with the applicant, Mr Todd, with the hope that the matter could be resolved.  Members were content:-

No. 50503 Englemere Hse, Upper Chute, Stable & storage Block - No objection by PC            - Refused by KDC

No.50499 Parsonage Farm, Upper Chute, Stable block - No objection by PC                             - Granted by KDC

No.50762  Lantern Cottage, Upper Chute, Reposition of planned garage - No objection by PC  - Decision awaited

ITEM 14 :
INSURED PROPERTY – VALUATION

14.1
Cllr N Conder advised that he had consulted several professional sources and obtained confirmation that the insured values of the Pavilion, Well House, Bus Shelters and War memorial were all within +/- 10% and therefore recommended NFA.  This was agreed by all.

ITEM 15 :
RECYCLING SCHEMES
15.1
The Clerk advised that the glass/cans/paper recycling bank had at last been set up at the Cross Keys Inn - he would publicise in the Chronicle at request of David Atkinson, the licensee. Action: Clerk
15.2
The Clerk advised of the KDC Trial Recycling Scheme involving the placement of skips for garden waste and metal for 2 ½ hour periods.  Since KDC advised that we could ‘miss the boat’, he had booked some and would publish in the Chronicle shortly.  The action and dates were agreed by all. Action: Clerk
ITEM 16 :
PARISH WELLS – REVIEW OF CONDITION
16.1
The Chair reported that Cllr D Brown had identified a specialist prepared to make an assessment of the condition of the two ‘public’ wells and of their water for £300.  Since part of the work would constitute ‘cleansing’, and there was no financial provision for the work , it was agreed that the Clerk should seek agreement to use of the £150.00 Cleansing Grant which was not now otherwise committed - see Item 5.2 - before any decision was taken. (Clerk’s afternote - KDC find this use acceptable).
ITEM 17 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
17.1
Crime & Disorder   PC John Davis was invited to address the meeting on crime in the area. Illegal use of motor cycles in the woods continued to be a problem – PC Davis was co-operating with the Forest Rangers.  There had been 5 crimes in the area since April:  2 thefts from vehicles, 1 from the Cross Keys Inn, 1 domestic assault and 1 arson.    Discussion took place on the arson incident in the Bus Shelter -  input from two Parishioners with a particular interest was also allowed.  It was agreed PC Davis would liaise with residents on the applicability/use of Anti-social Behaviour Orders in the community and would discuss the outcome with the Chair. Members also acknowledged the limited Police resources available and the Chair undertook to write a supportive letter to the new Chief Constable.   Action : Chair
17.2
Hate Crime   The Clerk produced ‘True Vision’ briefing packs. One went to a member of the public, one to Cllr Withers and the Clerk was directed to note their availability in the Chronicle.   Action : Clerk    

17.3
Applications to Upgrade Paths/Bridleways to BOATS     WCC Cllr David Lay briefed on the outcome of a recent case based on ‘historical evidence’ : the inference was that Ministers’ concern over damage to RofW may be having an impact on the application of legislation. This was welcomed by Members.

17.4
Water Supply Standards    Cllr Conder advised that he had followed up concerns voiced recently by discussions with Wessex Water.  The outcome was imprecise and he had requested a copy of the Company’s  ‘Charter’.  He would brief Member s as soon as he had more information.

17.5
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 4th November 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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